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Framed vs. Frameless Cabinets: Understanding the Difference for Your Kitchen 

 

 

 

When it comes to designing your dream kitchen, one of the crucial decisions you'll need to 
make is choosing between framed and frameless cabinets. Cabinets are not only functional 
storage solutions for your kitchen, but they also play a significant role in the overall aesthetics 
and style of the space. Understanding the difference between framed and frameless cabinets 
can help you make an informed decision that suits your needs and preferences. 

Framed Cabinets: Traditional and Timeless 

Framed cabinets, also known as face-frame cabinets, are the traditional style of cabinets that 
have been used for decades. These cabinets feature a frame, usually made of solid wood, 
which is attached to the front of the cabinet box. The cabinet doors are then attached to the 
frame, which provides structural support and adds a decorative element to the cabinet design. 

One of the defining features of framed cabinets is the visible frame that surrounds the cabinet 
doors and drawers. This visible frame can vary in width, with narrower frames providing a more 
traditional and classic look, while wider frames can create a bold and substantial appearance. 
The visible frame also means that the cabinet doors and drawers are slightly smaller than the 
cabinet box, which can impact storage space. 

Framed cabinets offer several advantages. They are generally considered to be more durable 
and sturdier due to the additional support provided by the frame. The frame also makes it easier 
to install hardware, such as hinges and handles, as they can be attached directly to the frame. 
Additionally, framed cabinets often have a timeless and classic appearance that can 
complement a wide range of kitchen styles, from traditional to transitional. 

Frameless Cabinets: Sleek and Modern 

Frameless cabinets, also known as European-style cabinets, have gained popularity in recent 
years due to their sleek and modern look. Unlike framed cabinets, frameless cabinets do not 
have a visible frame on the front of the cabinet box. Instead, the cabinet doors and drawers are 
attached directly to the sides of the cabinet box, creating a seamless and streamlined 
appearance. 
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One of the main advantages of frameless cabinets is that they offer more storage space 
compared to framed cabinets. Without the visible frame, the cabinet doors and drawers can be  

 

larger, maximizing the usable space inside the cabinet. This can be particularly beneficial in 
smaller kitchens where every inch of storage space matters. 

Another notable feature of frameless cabinets is the absence of a center stile, which is a vertical 
divider between two cabinet doors in framed cabinets. Without the center stile, frameless 
cabinets provide easy access to the entire width of the cabinet opening, making it more 
convenient to store and retrieve items. This can also create a more contemporary and 
minimalist look in the kitchen. 

 

Choosing Between Framed and Frameless Cabinets 

The decision between framed and frameless cabinets ultimately depends on your personal 
preferences, budget, and the overall style you want to achieve in your kitchen. Here are some 
factors to consider when making your choice: 

1. Style: Framed cabinets tend to have a more traditional and classic look, while frameless 
cabinets are sleeker and more modern. Consider the overall style of your kitchen and 
how the cabinets will complement other design elements, such as countertops, 
backsplash, and appliances. 

2. Budget: Framed cabinets are generally more affordable than frameless cabinets due to 
the use of less material and simpler construction. If budget is a concern, framed cabinets 
may be a more cost-effective option. 

3. Storage Space: Frameless cabinets offer more usable storage space due to the lack of a 
visible frame and center stile. If maximizing storage space is a priority for you, frameless 
cabinets may be the better choice. 

4. Durability: Framed cabinets are known for their durability and strength, thanks to the 
additional support provided by the visible 
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